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INSIDE: HK PLAYS IMPORTANT ROLE IN EXPANSION

MAURITIUS NATIONAL DAY
OVERVIEW

NATION EYES TIES WITH BEIJING

Port Louis, the capital of Mauritius, has the potential to become the financial services hub of the African continent. Photos: Alamy

Island can play vital role in expansion of China’s
‘Belt and Road Initiative’, writes MUKUL MUNISH
Mauritius can play an important
role in the expansion of Beijing
global economy strategy, “Belt
and Road Initiative”, in Africa as
it is considered a gateway to the
vast continent.
During his trips to Africa and
meetings with senior Mauritius
officials, President Xi Jinping had
expressed interest in Mauritius
being part of the new Maritime
Silk Road because of the
country’s strategic location,
which positions the island
nation as a natural extension of
the same Silk Road.
Mauritius, for its part, is keen
to attract more Chinese
investment and convince
mainland firms to make their
presence felt in the island.
As Mauritius celebrates the
50th anniversary of its
independence from Britain,
Prime Minister Pravind Kumar
Jugnauth wants to steer the
economy away from a long-term
dependence on resources.
Jugnauth says economic
structures in Mauritius have not
changed much since the country
gained independence, with a
long-term dependence on its
resources, adding that it cannot
follow globalisation and merely
keep pace with other economies.
Jugnauth hopes that
adopting a diversified industrial
policy will help to establish the
four pillars of the economy –
sugar, export processing,
tourism and financial services.
Jugnauth is keen to establish
strategic trade relations with
China that would benefit both
countries. He is interested in
attracting hi-tech Chinese firms
such as Huawei to Mauritius,
which could help in
transforming the island’s
economy.

Mauritius and China have
held discussions on how the
island nation can take the
initiative in implementing
Beijing’s trade initiative to link
economies into a China-centred
trading network and how it can
play a major role within the
Indian Ocean and the African
economic corridor.
Apart from holding seminars
to discuss ways of establishing
strong economic cooperation,
senior officials from the
mainland, such as Foreign
Minister Wang Yi, have visited
Mauritius and met the prime
minister and other senior
ministers to discuss ways
Mauritius can cooperate in
reviving the Silk Road and how it
can help Chinese enterprises to
access Africa.
Other topics discussed
included making Mauritius a
platform for financial services
and an important centre for the
training of human resources.
Mauritius can also play a
pivotal role in China’s push in
Africa since it is a member of the
Southern African Development
Community. The island nation
has access to a sizeable market in
Africa and can play a role in
setting up a gateway between
China and Africa.
Mauritius officials say that
China’s large-scale investment
projects in Africa mean that it is
ideally suited to set up a
renminbi clearing business in
the nation and an offshore
financial centre in Port Louis.
China established diplomatic
relations with Mauritius in April
1972, and bilateral relations have
improved substantially since
that time. Although the two
countries are far apart
geographically, China has

become Mauritius’s second
largest trading partner in
recent years. China has also
become the second largest
source of foreign direct
investment in Mauritius,
according to official figures, and
it now accounts for 18 per cent of
total foreign investment in
the island.
Mauritius is bound to benefit
as China focuses more attention
and investment funds into the
African continent.
At the China-Africa
Cooperation Forum in
Johannesburg, South Africa, in
December 2015, President Xi
proposed that China would
invest US$60 billion in the
continent by the end of this year
in industrialisation, agricultural
modernisation, infrastructure,
financial cooperation and
green technology.
Trade and investment
facilitation, poverty alleviation,
public health, humanities, peace
and security cooperation are
among the other areas of priority
for investment.
To deepen the cooperation
between the two economies,
China and Mauritius opened
negotiations for a free-trade
agreement (FTA) in December
last year. The aim of having an
FTA is to create the conditions
necessary to increase the volume
of bilateral trade and investment.
Both sides intend to strengthen
and expand the scope of
economic cooperation as well as
eliminate trade barriers.
A comprehensive FTA will
cover trade in goods, trade in
services, investment and
economic cooperation as
recommended in the Joint
Feasibility Study, which
concluded in May last year.
A bridge in the
city centre of
Port Louis
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DIVERSE ISLE
OF COHESION
AND GROWTH
Business-friendly, multicultural nation has become
‘Africa’s miniature miracle’, writes ED PETERS
Mauritius is celebrating the 50th
anniversary of its independence
from Britain this year. More
importantly, it is celebrating a
minor economic triumph. In its
early days, the island republic –
some 2,000km from the east
coast of Africa in the Indian
Ocean – was forecast to sink
under the weight of its financial
insignificance. Five decades on,
Mauritius – with a population of
just over 1.25 million – is now
hailed as Africa’s miniature
miracle, with a GDP in excess of
US$23.36 billion.
Mauritius regularly comes
out on top of ratings for political

freedom, rule of law and human
development on the African
continent. It has staged 10
competitive elections and seven
transfers of power with a
complete absence of bloodshed.
Significantly, it is frequently
cited as a model of political
stability and cohesion, as its
diverse ethnic grouping – which
includes Hindus, Muslims, AfroCreoles, and Sino- and FrancoMauritians – exist side by side in
a state of overall amicability.
Outside observers have also
praised the island’s muchvaunted free education, health
care and robust social security

Mauritius’ key exports are textiles, wood, stone and glass. Photo: Alamy

net, calling on other advanced
economies to emulate its
example.
The present government is
naturally keen to build on its
dual reputation and legacy.
Among other imperatives, the
ruling coalition, led by Prime
Minister Pravind Jugnauth, has
gone on record to state it wants
to transform Mauritius from an
upper-middle-income country
to a high-income state within the
next few years.
Economically, Mauritius’
growth since 2013 has been in
the range of a reasonable 3 to 4
per cent.
The Bank of Mauritius has
forecast growth of just over 4 per
cent for 2018. Other countries
might find this figure enviable,
but it is markedly slower
compared to the heady years of
1980s and 1990s, when the
economy grew exponentially,
largely thanks to rapid progress
in the sugar industry, tourism,
financial services, and textiles.
Mauritius is one of the
world’s biggest producers of
knitwear, the third largest
exporter of pure new wool
products, and Europe’s fourth
largest supplier of T-shirts.
However, the island now faces
increasing competition from
lower-cost suppliers in other

The Cannon reflects Mauritius’ colonial past on Le Caudan Waterfront, a commercial development in the capital, Port Louis. Photos: Alamy
parts of the region and from
Asian producers. Some firms
have responded by shifting their
operations offshore, including to
nearby Madagascar. Others are
diversifying from basic knitted
and woven shirts, trousers, jeans
and fully fashioned knitwear to
items of higher added value.
Mauritius is pinning its
future hopes on a significant
boost from the ocean economy.
The rationale is that activities
such as fishing, extracting
hydrocarbons and minerals,
marine biotechnology, and
generating renewable energy will
send GDP into overdrive for
some decades to come.
To date, the most important
development on this front has

come from fish farming, with
some products now being
exported to Europe and the
United States. However, it is
apparent that financial and
technical expertise from
overseas will be required if other
more capital-intensive
businesses are going to succeed.
The World Bank cautioned last
year that doubling Mauritius’
ocean economy “is possible
and worthwhile – but it will
take time”.
In its attempts to attract
foreign direct investment,
Mauritius has a definite
advantage, thanks to the fact that
global institutions have long
heaped praise on the island for
its stable governance,

democratic norms and business
friendliness. It also benefits from
a reputation for having shown
vision and flexibility to new
economic challenges in the
past. A recent report from
Bertelsmann Stiftungs’
Transformation Index summed
it up: “Mauritian governments
have shown their creativity in the
past at adapting to new
geopolitical and geo-economic
circumstances.”
On the social front, Mauritius
has been lauded for the ease with
which its several different ethnic
groups co-exist. One dynamic
contributing to this stability is
attributed to the fact that the
island has no indigenous
population, so no one

demographic has any greater
claim to the island than any
other. Another factor that may
add to good relations is the high
population density; just over 1
million citizens squeezed onto a
little over 2,000 square
kilometres means everybody
needs to get on with each other.
Trade between Mauritius and
Hong Kong, and by extension
mainland China, remains
steady, helped in part by Air
Mauritius’ regular flights
via Singapore.
Principal exports include
textiles and clothing, and some
wood, stone and glass. Hong
Kong mainly exports food
products to Mauritius, as well as
hides and skins.
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RESORTS AND FOOD

CULTURAL HARMONY ON A PLATE
Unforgettable inland attractions
and tasty menus soon reveal the
nation’s unique history and ethnic
diversity, writes ED PETERS
Mauritius and the Maldives fall
squarely into the category of
“Indian Ocean Paradise”, with
azure skies, cobalt blue seas and
miles of sandy beaches. And
both island republics boast a
galaxy of five-star resorts, each
with luxurious suites, gourmet
fare with top-class chefs.
But the main difference is
geographical – the major resorts
in Mauritius are concentrated on
a single island, whereas in the
Maldives they are strung out
across the archipelago; once
guests arrive, getting out of the
resort means boarding a boat or
a helicopter. In Mauritius, it is
much easier to get out and about
and explore.
Most importantly, Mauritius
is not simply a beach
destination. It has numerous
attractions, different cultures to
discover, and a mouth-watering
foodie trail combined with
multiple activities that cater to all
age groups and cultures.
Visitors can enjoy watching
exotic wildlife, shopping at the
markets in the capital, Port
Louis, for a wealth of
handcrafted textiles and
souvenirs, and, of course, take
full advantage of the pristine
turquoise waters that surround
the island.
Mauritius lays on a host of
water activities including
swimming with wild dolphins
and underwater submarine
rides. On land, and at theme
parks such as La Vanille and
Casela World of Adventures,
visitors can take a walk with a
pride of lions, feed giraffes, go on
a mini safari, and try their hands
at zip-lining or quad biking. In

terms of cultural heritage,
Mauritius is a gem with colourful
temples, mosques, and churches
scattered around the island. The
80-year-old, red-roofed church
in Cap Malheureux is one of the
most picturesque, and many
local and international couples
have their wedding photos taken
in the vicinity.
If one thing sums up
Mauritius’ supremely
cosmopolitan cultures – French,
Indian, African, Chinese – it’s the
island’s delicious street food sold
at the many stalls along the roads
and in the towns and villages.
The widest choice of delicacies is
in and around the island’s
markets, while Port Louis
showcases favourite local snacks
like dhal puri, roti chaud, gajak
and sweet potato cakes.
Naturally, the island’s top
resorts pull out all the stops for
gourmet dining.
LUX Belle Mare is one such
resort on the eastern coast of the
island, near the sleepy village of
Belle Mare. This modern
boutique resort hotel is designed
by Kelly Hoppen, who has
breathed inspiration into the
interiors, and it is as seductive to
honeymooners as fun for family
escapes.
The resort’s restaurants serve
Chinese street-food flavours
prepared with fine-dining flair,
and modern Indian and Creole
cuisines.
Gerhard Hecker, general
manager of Le Touessrok Resort
& Spa, which is part of the Hong
Kong-based Shangri-La group of
hotels, says the 203-key resort
serves excellent local cuisines.
The resort – where couples

Mauritian creole food and hospitality reflect the island’s many cultures and draws international tourists to the Escale Creole restaurant, in Moka, near Port Louis. Photo: Alamy
on half-board pay approximately
HK$6,150 per night – also
ensures it makes the most of the
sun, sand and sea that contribute
so much to Mauritius’
popularity.
“We run a unique catamaran
trip on the east coast, catered by
our own team, and including
snorkelling at the idyllic Eau Bleu
[waterfall],” Hecker adds.
“This is followed by an island

tour of Île aux Phares and
stopping at Île aux Aigrettes for a
lavish barbecue with fresh fish
and seafood. On the way back,
we take the guests to our private
island, Ilot Mangénie, for sunset
drinks while listening to some
local music before heading back
to the resort.”
Le Touessrok is but one of a
bevy of multi-starred resorts on
Mauritius that give their

opposite numbers in the
Maldives a run for their money.
Major chains such as Oberoi,
St Regis, Lux* and Westin all
maintain a substantial seaside
presence, with the smartest
accommodation priced at up to
HK$8,000 per night.
However, there are some neat
bargains on offer. Maison
Papaye may not have all the
trimmings of an international

property, but the bijou guest
house – with just four rooms,
sky-blue shutters and a walled
tropical garden – advertises rates
as low as HK$450 per night. A
little more pricey, the 42-room
Address Boutique Hotel costs
from HK$900 a night. Even
resorts offer some very
reasonable deals. A night at the
independently owned Tamarina
Golf & Spa Boutique Hotel

typically costs HK$1,300; it is
right on a highly rated surf beach
and has its own golf course.
Finally, for adventurous
glamping fans, the
accommodation at Bubble
Lodge (HK$2,700 a night) is a
semi-transparent eco-dome
surrounded by nature,
augmented by a gourmet
restaurant and a nearby 18-hole
golf course.
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ISLAND IS A GREAT ESCAPE
Hong Kong visitors to Port Louis
in Mauritius have many flight
options. They can choose from
five to six airlines operating with
Air Mauritius and Cathay Pacific
offering a range of flight and
hotel deals.
Airline prices vary, and those
on a budget can buy cheap
tickets offered by various
websites. Likewise, tourists can
choose the flight timings if they
intend to arrive bright and early
and not waste a day recovering
from flight fatigue.
But once you’re in Port Louis
there are many things to do on
the island.
After a day or two of pure
relaxation, visitors want to be out
and about, exploring everything
else the island has to offer, from
its coral reefs and wildlife
sanctuaries to its adventure
sports, mountain villages, street
festivals, enticing restaurants
and the exuberance of colourful
local markets.
For many, one of the first
excursions is to experience the
sights and sounds of the historic
and picturesque capital, Port
Louis. From the Place D’Armes,
lined with royal palms and
backed by a ring of mountains,
and all along the waterfront, it
presents an ever-changing mix
of shoppers, traders, portrait
painters, performers, and
visitors venturing ashore from
the harbour’s cruise ships and
cargo vessels.
Amid the friendly hustle and
bustle, an essential stop is the
Central Market, which has all the
variety and fascination of the
most exotic multi-ethnic
bazaars.
Displays of spices, tropical
fruits and vegetables sit
alongside stalls where herbalists
offer traditional local medicine
and cooks serve up all manner of
local specialities, providing taste
sensations and great
opportunities for those with an
eye for photography.
As a complete contrast,
buildings and monuments

Depending on how adventurous visitors feel, this gem in the Indian Ocean has hundreds
of attractions to explore, as well as its white sandy beaches. Reports by JOHN CREMER

White sandy beaches and aqua seas await the traveller in Mauritius, but after a day or two of relaxation, most visitors want to set about exploring everything else the island has to offer.
which tell the tale of the island’s
complex history can be found
within easy walking distance
around the city centre.
For instance, the stately
theatre is the “oldest in the
Indian Ocean”, and no one
should miss the chance to take in
a performance there. The
Aapravasi Ghat duly recognises

the contribution of Indian
indentured labourers to
building the country’s economy
and is now a Unesco World
Heritage Site. And Fort Adelaide,
which was built under the
period of British colonial rule,
has become a home for both
cultural activities and duty-free
shops.

Any stroll around town
should also take in other
splendid examples of ongoing
religious and social diversity: the
Jummah Mosque with it eyecatching ornate façade; St Louis
Cathedral standing proudly
opposite the Supreme Court;
and the Kwan Tee pagoda, a
fitting symbol of the long-time

trade and business links with
ports along the coast of China.
Elsewhere, the Champs de
Mars has its own very special
claim to fame. It is the “oldest
racecourse in the southern
hemisphere” and has long been
the place to see and be seen at
weekend race meetings during
the year. And heading away from

the town, either along the coast
roads or towards the green
mountain slopes of the
hinterland, there is any number
of options for new experiences,
unexpected thrills, or simply to
marvel at the sheer beauty of the
natural world.
Some visitors will want to try
their hand at sea kayaking, with

the chance for an up-close
encounter with turtles and
dolphins or to paddle among the
mangrove forests. Others,
whether beginners or qualified
divers, will make for one of the
pristine underwater sites to spot
an amazing variety of reef fish,
discover old shipwrecks, or
perhaps just to bask in the
warm emerald waters of a
protected lagoon.
When the trade winds are
blowing, a great alternative is to
have a go at kitesurfing.
Mauritius has become a prime
destination for this sport, hosting
events and offering great
facilities for both professionals
and first-timers. Local
conditions, especially between
June and September, are usually
perfect for speeding across the
waves and, in some cases,
making spectacular jumps. And
the expert instructors at 10 kite
schools dotted around the
coastline are on hand to help
beginners quickly master
the basics.
However, to get a feel for
the other Mauritius – the
mountain greenery, native
birdlife, hidden waterfalls and
rustic villages – it pays to make
for a destination like Chamarel.
Climbing along winding roads
flanked by crimson-flowered
flamboyant trees, many visitors
sense a real magic in the air, soon
falling under the spell of place
which has its own unique
geology and traditions. The
village is famous for its “coloured
earth”, with shades of orange,
yellow, pink, purple and light
blue probably created by the
action of air and erosion on
volcanic ash.
But the landscape is also ideal
for growing pineapples,
sugarcane and vegetables – the
main occupation of many local
villagers – while others offer
tours of the nearby rum
distillery or provide mouthwatering table d’hôte spreads
featuring the very best of
indigenous Mauritian cuisine.
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‘Island of choices’ offers
range of upmarket options
As an “island paradise” off the
southeast coast of Africa,
Mauritius boasts an extensive
range of natural, cultural and
culinary highlights for tourists
from Asia keen to experience the
delights of somewhere slightly
off the beaten track.
Initiatives to invest in upscale
resorts, promote adventure-style
holidays, and increase the
number of direct flights from
important hubs in the Far East
are also set to enhance the
nation’s all-round appeal.
Here, Port Louis-based Vijaye
Haulder, acting director of the
Mauritius Tourism Promotion
Authority, explains some of the
recent developments and
outlines what the country has to
offer.
Tourists enjoy a colourful market in Port Louis, the capital of Mauritius.
Q. What are the key attractions for
visitors from Hong Kong and
mainland China?
A. Mauritius is an island of
choices and offers a great
selection of activities for people
of all ages and tastes all year
round. Apart from the beautiful
beaches and upmarket hotels,
we have mesmerising scenery,
all kinds of adventure sports and
related excursions.
These include scuba diving,
kitesurfing, sea kayaking and
other water sports, but we also
have international-level golf
courses and different types of
cultural tourism, ranging from
underwater photography to local
crafts and a lively music and
performing arts scene.
Q. What is the general trend in
visitor numbers?
A. Mauritius welcomed more
than 1.3 million tourists in 2017 –
an overall growth of 5.2 per cent
in international arrivals
compared to 2016. With regard
to Hong Kong, we welcomed just
over 1,500 tourists last year,
representing an increase of 12.7
per cent compared with the
previous year. However, we
witnessed an 8.1 per cent
decrease in tourist arrivals from
China, with a total of nearly
73,000 in 2017.
This was mainly due to the
removal of a direct flight from
Beijing and the fact that eight of
the island’s 114 hotels were
closed for renovation, reducing

the number of rooms available
by around 3,000. This year,
though, we look forward to the
increase in frequency of existing
flights from China and Hong
Kong and the reintroduction of
the Beijing flight.
Q. What other plans are there to
boost the tourism sector?
A. We are looking at 2018 very
positively, especially with the
reopening of hotels after
renovation and Air Mauritius
plans to add from July this year to
the current two weekly flights

Watersports are a big drawcard
for tourists in Mauritius.

from both Hong Kong and
Shanghai. Furthermore, we will
continue our aggressive
marketing campaigns focusing
on and around these areas which
offer direct air links.
Q. Will there be more focus on the
mass market segment?
A. Mauritius has positioned itself
as an upmarket destination. The
numerous local resorts and
international hotel brands are
mainly designed to appeal to the
luxury segment. Price, distance
and limited options in terms of
air access make this the best
strategy for developing the
country’s tourism potential.
Q. What events and festivals
highlight the country’s cultural
diversity?
A. As a nation, we are a melting
pot of cultures.
We have festivals and events all
year round to celebrate the
different religions and cultures.
For example, the Chinese
Spring Festival, the Maha
Shivaratri for Hindus, and the
Tamil festival Thaipoosam
Cavadee are always among the
most colourful. But other
communities also mark
Christmas and Easter, while
Porlwi by Light and the Festival
International Kreol, and a
number of musical events,
celebrate the cultural diversity of
a population living in harmony.
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ABC BANKING

HK PLAYS ROLE IN
EXPANSION PLANS
Corporation is helping Chinese investors to look at opportunities, while
developing long-term global ties, writes MUKUL MUNISH
ABC Banking Corporation, the
Port Louis-based bank, is
helping Chinese investors make
informed decisions on
opportunities in Mauritius and
the African continent by
providing various banking
services from its representative
office in Hong Kong.
The bank, listed in the Stock
Exchange of Mauritius, opened a
representative office in Hong
Kong in February last year, with a
long-term view of expanding in
China and beyond Asia.
In 2017, ABC Banking
Corporation also became the
first bank to launch the
UnionPay Diamond Card
in Africa.

The bank traces its history
with the creation of ABC Finance
& Leasing in 1997, which at the
time was one of the first leasing
companies in Mauritius. In 2010,
ABC Finance & Leasing obtained
its licence to operate as a bank
and subsequently changed its
name to ABC Banking
Corporation, according to Brian
Ah-Chuen, executive director,
Strategic Business at ABC
Banking Corporation.
Ah-Chuen points out that
ABC Banking Corporation is the
first Mauritian bank to open a
representative office in China.
“Hong Kong is among the top
international financial centres of
the world and is considered as
the ‘gateway to [mainland]
China’. Given that Mauritius is
seen as the ‘gateway to Africa’,
our objective is to create the link
between Chinese investors and
the numerous business
opportunities in Africa,” AhChuen says.
“We are [now] focusing on
Hong Kong, where we believe
business potential is soaring.
“With time, we will
consider other
jurisdictions as we
value our international
banking business,”
he adds.
A major milestone
was achieved in
January 2016 when
ABC Banking
Sir Jean Etienne
Moilin Ah-Chuen,
founder of ABC
Group in Mauritius

ABC Group headquarters in Port Louis, Mauritius

Brian Ah-Chuen, the executive director of ABC Banking Corporation (left) with Desmond Chu, senior adviser
of the bank’s Hong Kong representative office. Photo: Jonathan Wong

Corporation opened its
shareholdings to the public and
was listed on the Development
and Enterprise Market of the
Stock Exchange of Mauritius.
The bank is part of the ABC
Group which traces its origins
way back to 1931. In that year, its
founder, Sir Jean Etienne Moilin
Ah-Chuen, at the age of 20, set up
his small retail shop, ABC Store,
at 18 Queen Street in Port Louis.
In 1948, his hard work and
initiatives were recognised by
the British colonial government
which nominated him to sit as a
member of the legislative council
to represent the Chinese
community.
After Mauritius became
independent, he was appointed
Minister of Local Government
and served for seven years in that
capacity. In 1980, Sir Jean
Etienne was knighted. In 1991,
Pope John Paul II conferred him

services include company
formation in Mauritius and
Seychelles; setting up and
administration of Trusts,
Foundations and Funds;
accounting services; and special
licences and support for
immigration services.
ABC Bank is organised
around four main pillars –
domestic banking, private
banking, international banking,
and treasury.
Ah-Chuen says as a result of
its rapid growth and
development, successful
performance and steady
progress, the bank has been
receiving prestigious trophies
over the past years. In 2014, the
bank obtained the “Best Private
Bank in Mauritius” award in the
category of offshore services for
the second consecutive year
from Euromoney Magazine. It
also won in 2014 and 2015 the

with the high distinction of
“Knight of St Gregory the Great”
for his immense contribution to
the Chinese Catholic Mission.
In August 2011, on the 100th
anniversary of his birth, the
Mauritius Postal Services issued
a commemorative stamp
bearing his portrait. His portrait
also appears on the 25 rupees
Mauritian bank note. He died in
October 1991.
Today, ABC Group is a welldiversified Mauritian
conglomerate featuring among
the Top 100 business
organisations of the Indian
Ocean. The group has interests
in automobile, consumer goods,
shipping, insurance, banking
and asset management.
ABC Global Management
Services is a management
company licensed by the
Financial Services Commission
in Mauritius, and its professional

prize of “Best Bank for
International Banking Services
Mauritius” awarded by Global
Banking & Finance Review.
Three distinctions came
successively in 2015, 2016 and
2017 from Capital Finance
International, recognising the
bank as one of Africa’s topperforming financial services
providers with the award of
“Best International Bank
Indian Ocean”.
ABC Banking also won the
“Fastest Growing Banking
Brand, Mauritius” for the year
2016 by the Global Brands
Magazine.
The island nation has 22
banks licensed by the Bank of
Mauritius to carry out banking
business locally and
internationally. Based on figures
released by the regulator in its
latest annual report, the financial
services (regrouping activities of

banking intermediaries, leasing
and insurance companies and
pension funds) sector’s
contribution to the Mauritian
economy was 12.1 per cent in
2016. “The island being a small
jurisdiction, we evolve in a highly
competitive banking sector. Our
business model is quite different
from other banks as we operate
one branch only – strategically
located in the capital. We lay a lot
on emphasis on service
effectiveness and efficiency,” AhChuen says.
He adds that the ABC Group
is also involved in charitable
activities. The group has set up
the Sir Jean Etienne Moi Lin Ah
Chuen – (ABC) Foundation to
perpetuate the social,
educational and cultural
endeavours to which he was so
devoted. It has become part of
the ABC Group’s corporate
social responsibility.
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CULTURE

MIXED HERITAGE,
SHARED VALUES
Centuries of immigration have created artistic traditions, music and
fun-filled festivals that are diverse and exciting, writes JOHN CREMER
With its unique blend of people,
languages, religions, outside
influences and artistic traditions,
the vibrant culture of Mauritius
offers an endless source of
interest and excitement.
In different ways, it is found in
everything from the architecture
and places of worship to the
music, dance, literature, crafts,
and fun-filled festivals which
bring crowds flooding into the
streets. And the friendly,
welcoming nature of the local
community means they are only
too willing to share all this with
visitors from around the world.
Over the centuries, the island
has been subject to significant
Dutch, French and British
influence, but it has also been
something of a crossroads
between Africa, India and the
Far East. This accounts for the
harmonious mix of peoples,
which includes Creole, Chinese,
Indians and Franco-Mauritian
nationals, and makes any visit to
the country a journey between
customs and cultures, culinary
delights and ancestral traditions.
That said, though, the word
“sega” and what it represents is
known to all. In essence, it is
music and song heard
everywhere, with catchy tunes
and insistent rhythms, and
descriptive lyrics usually
painting incidents from daily life
in Creole banter.
As a distinct musical form, it
has also come to symbolise
freedom and a love of life,
bringing people together and
creating a sense of national
identity.

Fresh local ingredients and the
pick of the day’s catch, such as
octopus (above), make for a near
limitless selection of culinary
delights in Mauritius.
Three main instruments are
used for the traditional sega. The
ravanne, made of goatskin
stretched across a wooden hoop,
sets the underlying beat. The
maravanne, basically a box filled
with seeds, adds the next layer of
rhythm. And the triangle brings
the syncopation to get the
audience to their feet and
moving to the music.
From the earliest days of
settlement, the sega has been a
constant accompaniment for the
people of Mauritius. Over time,
though, it has also evolved to
allow for lyrical improvisation,
inventive musical arrangements,
and the use of instruments from
other countries.

More recently, some of the
better known performers have
also incorporated rap and reggae
influences. But even with such
types of fusion, the essentials
remain intact, most importantly
the power to unite people and
eloquently express the
national spirit.
In similar fashion, Mauritian
cuisine has drawn on diverse
influences and – in true “melting
pot” style – combined the best of
them to create flavours and taste
sensations that touch the soul.
These variously rely on
techniques and recipes
borrowed from India, Africa,
Europe, China and parts of the
Arab world. And with the benefit
of fresh local ingredients and the
pick of the day’s catch, it all
makes for a near limitless array
of choices and a gastronomic
voyage of discovery.
A great way to sample some
of the most popular dishes is to
wander through the Central
Market in Port Louis. There,
among the scent of spices and
stalls laden with tropical fruit, it’s
possible to try a dholl puri
pancake filled with various types
of curry or a pain maison, bread
stuffed with pickles.
Nearby, street-side
restaurants offer all manner of
specialities, ranging from
bouillon boulettes, a delicious
seafood soup, to spicy biryani
rice dishes and mine-frit
noodles, all with a distinctive
local twist.
Also not to be missed are
celebrated local favourites such
as breadfruit kat-kat, vanilla-

flavoured ham, Creole stew, deer
braised with eucalyptus honey,
shrimps in red sauce, and
octopus rougaille made
irresistible with a mix of onions,
tomato, garlic and ginger.
In other respects, the island’s
culture truly comes alive at each
of the public and religious
holidays enthusiastically
marked throughout the year.
Besides Christmas, Chinese
New Year and Independence
Day on March 12, different
sections of the community
continue to observe important
Hindu festivals, the Muslim
Eid-ul-Fitr at the end of
Ramadan, and the anniversary
of events like the Abolition of
Slavery and the Arrival of
Indentured Labourers, which
still retain great historical
resonance.
Along with the more formal
side of proceedings, each of
these festivals is another
opportunity to celebrate with
friends, family and visitors, and
let people from diverse
backgrounds come together
as one.
In certain cases, they also
present a chance to observe
something quite remarkable. For
instance, some initiates at Tamil
Hindu temples are known to
practise exotic rituals like firewalking and sword-climbing at
particular times of the year. And
colourful processions will be
seen accompanying a flowerbedecked wooden arch through
the streets as the spectacular
10-day Cavadee festival reaches
its climax.

The island’s culture comes alive at each of the public and religious holidays during the year, such as the
Cavadee celebration (above), a festival of penance honouring Lord Muruga, the Tamil god of war and victory.
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